SHEPHERDS 

Num 27:15 And Moses spake unto the LORD, saying, 16 Let the LORD, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a man over the congregation, 17 Which may go out before them, and which may go in before them, and which may lead them out, and which may bring them in; that the congregation of the LORD be not as sheep which have no shepherd. 18 And the LORD said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay thine hand upon him; 19 And set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the congregation; and give him a charge in their sight. 20 And thou shalt put some of thine honour upon him, that all the congregation of the children of Israel may be obedient. 21 And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall ask counsel for him after the judgment of Urim before the LORD: at his word shall they go out, and at his word they shall come in, both he, and all the children of Israel with him, even all the congregation. 22 And Moses did as the LORD commanded him: and he took Joshua, and set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the congregation: 23 and he laid his hands upon him, and gave him a charge, as the LORD commanded by the hand of Moses.

Do you know that this has to do with your blessing?

This is the formula of God’s blessing. 

He said set a man over the congregation. Some people would rather hear from clouds. Isn’t that silly. They would rather hear from talking to trees than any man. Be for real. Clouds. God uses flesh. This is His choice. This is what He wants to do. And what HE wants to do is best. 

And He said, “and set a man over the congregation.” 

I heard a story about a guy that was stuck in the middle of the ocean. He was in the water stranded and flapping. He was praying, “Oh God help me out!” And one came with a raft and he said, “No, the Lord’s going to save me! You go on” Then another one came in a helicopter and tried to help him out. And he said, “oh no, go on the Lord’s going to save me.” Then one more came in a steam ship or an ocean liner or a yacht. And he said, “no you go on the Lord’s going to save me, he’s coming to save me.” Well the brother finally drowned. And he got to heaven and he asked God. “Why didn’t you save me? Why didn’t you help me out?“ He said “I prayed and believed and you didn’t come through for me.” And God said, “I was there three times and everyone of those things you turned down I was in the midst of those things. That was me and you didn’t take it.” God works through people by His choice. 

Some people expect God to still be talking through bushes and trees and weird and flaky things in these last days. God doesn’t have to do that. He has given us anointed pastors that he speaks through.

People want to get so extremely spiritual that they expect God to spoil His perfect plan.  They are so guru spiritual.  

People will get loony if you let them they’ll start to listen to trees and truck motors.

God said set a man over the congregation, which may go out before them.  God didn’t just say any old kind of man would do.  He said set a mighty man.  A man that is strong, a man of honor and of valor is one that God sets before the people.

This man that God is talking about is the shepherd or pastor.  

How would you like if you woke up in the morning with this kind of confession.  “I’m just a week decrypted little weakling.  Your daddy’s a sissy.  I don’t want to go to work this morning because the boss man is going to pick on me.  I’m just your poor daddy. It’s just little defeated me.” 

Wouldn’t that mess with your psyche.  Some of you do that.  Don’t do that in front of your kids.  The children think I better get me a lemonade stand.  I better help them out.  No your there to care for them.  

Let your kid hear your positive confession “ I’m not nuts we have got our stuff together, I’m strong in the Lord and the power of His might.  We’ve got the plan of God.  We are not ready to give in or be put out.”  That will give them security and stability.  

Well it’s the same thing with Pastors and those that are under there care.  The Pastor needs to have his stuff together.  

“Set a Man before the people.  Set a  good man before the people.” The word man can also be translated champion. The devil is a liar, the Word of God tells the truth.  Every Pastor is a champion. 

So in order for you receive anything from your pastor you must see him as your champion.  There is the pastor, The pastor  is the man of God, there’s the champion. 

God said, “Let me find somebody.  God didn’t just see a little shepherd boy in David He’s was looking for a champion that would be king.  He’s not looking for people who can’t do anything else.  He said “go get me a champion and set the champion before the people.”  

Why would God bless you with houses and land riches and then give you a weakling to lead you.  He wants you to be the head and not the tail amen.  So why would he put the scardy cat lion over you to lead you.

17  Which may go out before them, and which may go in before them, and which may lead them out, and which may bring them in.

These men that God sets before the people, they go before them.  They say, “Hey that’s it we’re going on.” And they leave.  They start walking on.  They go out. 

Sister Ruthie Dearman once told me that she was in another country and saw a shepherd with a flock of sheep.  She began to study this shepherd’s herding abilities.  She said the shepherd came to a place where he had to cross the street with his flock.  The shepherd started to cross the road with and there where cars coming. Thank God cars stopped as he continued to cross the road without looking back once.  The sheep just followed the shepherd.  He never looked back once to see if the sheep were following.  She noticed that none of them were wounded they were just following because there where dogs there that kept the rear guard.  

Sheep follow. Shepherds go out that the sheep may follow.  The shepherd is to stretch himself. 

They go out and then they come in to them.  

To go out means: they stand out, spring forth, they spread, they shoot forth, they prosper, they get away with stuff, another word for go out means: escape.  A true pastor teaches the sheep how to escape.  When you feel box in you find a way out.

When you see the Pastor stretching the ministry when circumstance scream stay in the box. They are going out.  When you see the Pastor going for the big stuff when everybody else says “get to the back” know that the Pastor is going forward in Jesus name.  Pastor should always be going all out.  When you hear us confessing a great report we’re going out.  When you hear God can do much more than this.  We’re going out.

When the church gets into a crisis or a hot situation, don’t criticize. Think of it this way.  God is using the Go-getter pastor to teach the  sheep how to escape. 

Jesus was buried in a grave but He escaped.  There’s always a way out. You can make. 

Another word for go out: deliver.  Remember Y2K people were so afraid. People were trying to put you into a box but we escaped.  We won’t be bond we will get out. We will escape.  The true man of God will always escape.  

You can escape poverty, escape sickness,  escape disease, escape failure, escape negative report, ESCAPE and overcome, Escape people’s report when they say you can’t make it, you make it anyhow.  My soul escaped like a bird out of the snare of the fowler.  ESCAPE!  

I’m here to tell you by the power of God that you can escape.  Up!  out of the muck and miry clay he delivered me.  The devil had a plan for everybody, He had a plan for me but we’ve learned escaped.  Even escape statistics.  You can make it.  Escape and go for it.  

They grow and are raised, they stand out.  That means go for it. So that’s why you need to pray for your champion pastor.  Pray, “Lord let them go forth or (Go For It) when your pastor does well.  It will do you well.  When your Pastor doesn’t do you well you won’t do well.  Why because it does something to your faith.  We are not asking you to be the well that makes things well.  Just believe well for us and let God do so that it might be well for you.  

They enter in and go out. 

 I used say  “I will be the last one to catch the wave of  God’s blessing.”   I would wait for everyone else to get prospered then I can get prospered.  I would wait for everyone else to get a car than I would  go and get one.  Pastors wait for everyone else to get a house than we go get one.  Everybody else goes first.  And then the Lord said No; Use your faith to go forward so the sheep can follow your example.  Because there are some people in the church that will never get it because of disobedience and sin.  And the pastor is waiting for them to get it first. NO, The Pastor would be waiting forever on some people because they are just not going to be blessed because they won’t allow it.  The pastor needs to escape people that refuse to go forward.

Leroy Thompson and Creflo Dollar would make me so mad.  Until I heard what they said God had told them.  I would say, “What are they doing with a Rouse Royce and Jets?  Until they said they were anointed to be Joshua and Caleb. They said “We have gone over to the Land of abundance to spy it out and it is a good land.  And we have brought back the stuff to show you.  You can go over to the other side too.”  Isn’t that good.  That’s they’re job and it looks like they are doing it real well.  I think I’m going to help them do it.

What good would it do for us as pastors to tell you “God can bless you, bless you and the preacher is not blessed?  Everybody is blessed but the preacher.  I’ve seen preachers preach with rotten teeth “Go for it, Go for it…   What they are really saying is I’m not going but you go….  You can make it!   But I’m not sure about me.  They’re going to know you haven’t been over there.  

God takes the Pastor to the land first and brings them back to the sheep so they can take them back to the promise land.   You can only take people where you have been. Boy do we have some work to do.  Because I want you all to go far.  

So, that they may go out and Come In

What does come in mean?

There is anointing on the pastor to get into your business.  They can read your mail.  They go in among them.  

