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EXCITING NEWS Help 4 Sunday is in the process of partnering with a brand

new web site called Preaching Plus.  You will be able to access new

material from the Help 4 Sunday writers, Dave Stone and Rick Rusaw.  But

you will also be able to print and down load ideas, sermons, worship

service formats, illustrations and much more at an online website from a

variety of preachers and church leaders.

MORE EXCITING NEWS-You will also be able to go peruse and use from ANY of

our past 27 issues or 54 sermons, at no additional cost.  This is the last

issue you will receive from Help 4 Sunday.  Your subscription will

automatically carry over to Preaching Plus through the time you have paid.

WATCH your email in the next few days for more information and details.

ILLUSTRATIONS 4 Sunday  *denotes Illustration of the Month TS=Transitional

Sentence

661 Adversity or God's Will

A very ill little boy was telling his Grandma how "everything" was going

wrong ...school was too hard, family problems, his severe pain, just all

the hardships he was going through. Meanwhile, Grandma was baking a cake.

She asked the child if he would like a snack, which of course he did.

"Here. Have some cooking oil." "Yuck," said the boy. "How about a couple of

raw eggs?" "Gross, Grandma." "Would you like some flour then?  Or, maybe

baking soda?" "Grandma, those are all yucky!"

Grandma replied: "Yes, Sweetheart, those things seem bad all by themselves.

But, when they are put together in the right way, they make a wonderfully

delicious cake!

TS  Romans 8:28 reminds us that God works the same way. Many times we

wonder why He could let us go through such bad and difficult times, but God

knows that, when He puts these things all in His order, they always work

for good! We just have to trust Him and, eventually the yucky stuff will be

used to make something wonderful in our lives!"  He works all things for

our good! Submitted by Ron Otto

662 Choices or Decisions

It is time to elect the world leader, and your vote counts.  Here are the

facts about the three leading candidates: Candidate A. Associates with

crooked politicians, and consults with astrologers.  He's had two

mistresses.  He also chain smokes and drinks 8 to 10 martinis a day.

Candidate B. He was kicked out of office twice, sleeps until noon,used

opium in college and drinks a half bottle of champagne every morning and a

quart of whiskey every evening.  Candidate C. He is a decorated war hero.

He's a vegetarian, doesn't smoke, drinks an occasional beer and hasn't had

any extramarital affairs. Which of these candidates would be your choice?

Candidate A is Franklin D.Roosevelt

Candidate B is Winston Churchill

Candidate C is Adolf Hitler and by the way:

663 Christian or Identity

 WHEN I SAY, "I AM A CHRISTIAN"

 By Carol Wimmer

When I say, "I am a Christian," I'm not shouting "I am saved." I'm

whispering "I was lost"; That is why I chose this way.

 When I say, "I am a Christian," I don't speak of this with pride. I'm

confessing that I stumble, And need someone to be my guide.

 When I say, "I am a Christian," I'm not trying to be strong. I'm

professing that I'm weak, And pray for strength to carry on.

 When I say, "I am a Christian," I'm not bragging of success. I'm admitting

I have failed, And cannot ever pay the debt.

When I say, "I am a Christian," still feel the sting of pain. I have my

share of heartaches, Which is why I speak His name.

When I say, "I am a Christian," I do not wish to judge. I have no

authority; only know I'm loved. Copyright 1989, Carol S. Wimmer;

664 Church Attendance or Fellowship

A member of a church, who previously had been attending services regularly,

suddenly stopped coming to church.  After a few weeks, the Pastor decided

to visit.  The Pastor found the man at home alone, sitting before a blazing

fire. Guessing the reason for his Pastor's visit, the man welcomed him, led

him to a comfortable chair near the fireplace and waited.  The Pastor made

himself at home but said nothing.  In the grave silence, he contemplated

the dance of the flames around the burning logs. After some minutes, the

Pastor took the fire tongs, carefully picked up a brightly burning ember

and placed it to one side of the hearth all alone.  Then he sat back in his

chair, still silent.  The host watched all this in quiet contemplation.  As

the one lone ember's flame flickered and diminished, there was a momentary

glow and then its fire was no more.  Soon it was cold and lifeless. The

Pastor glanced at his watch and realized it was time to leave, he slowly

stood up, picked up the cold, dead ember and placed it back in the middle

of the fire.  Immediately it began to glow, once more with the light and

warmth of the burning coals around it.

As the Pastor reached the door to leave, his host said with a tear running

down his cheek, "Thank you so much for your visit and especially for the

fiery sermon.  I shall be back in church next Sunday."

TS  Hebrews 10:25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the

habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-and all the more as you

see the Day approaching.

665 Discernment or Wisdom

Warm Fuzzies Teardrop is Ron and Bonnie Probst's 8' Boa Constrictor. He

swallowed a heating pad, cord, heating unit and all.  The vet who removed

it during the 2.5 hour surgery said that the snake apparently mistook it

for food.  "It was warm and fuzzy and had some hard objects inside it that

must have felt like bones, " said Dr. Gansberg.

T.S.  A lesson for us is that not every "warm fuzzy" feeling is filling,

satisfying or good for you. Submitted by Perry Greene

666 Evangelism and Attitude

In one episode from the comic strip "Peanuts", Lucy comes up to her

brother, Linus, and tells him that she has "converted" someone in her class

to her way of thinking religiously.  Knowing his sister, Linus couldn't

believe it.  "How did you do it?" he asked. Lucy explained, "I told him

everything I believe and asked him if he believed it, too.  When we came to

something he didn't see my way, I just hit him over the head with my lunch

box until he believed it!"

TS  I've seen some instances of "lunch box evangelism", haven't you? It's

not very effective.  Unfortunately, there are times that the way we talk

and the way we act make it difficult for us to share our faith with those

around us. Submitted by Perry Greene

667 Friendship or Jesus

Just the other day I had an e-mail from an old friend.  It was one of those

let's get caught up notes.  As I read the details of what has happened in

his life over the past 20 years a nagging feeling came over me.  We had

been such good friends but then after college went our separate ways and

eventually lost touch.  Each of us was quite capable of getting in touch

with the other, but life happened and what had been such a strong

friendship was now just a memory. Sometimes friendships break because of

anger sometimes they just drift apart, how tragic that we lose something

that had been so valuable to us.   It is easy to lose what we don't

cultivate.

 "When you take a stand on the matter of friendship, when in rage, you make

it clear-this friendship is over, get out-you are defining the rest of your

life.  I didn't realize then that you can't make old friends, that you can

only lose them.  And in losing them, you lose part of yourself." (Tales

from Friendship lost & found   Beth Kephart) Jesus calls us his friends, I

wonder how hard I work at keeping the friendship.  How much effort do I put

in at deepening the relationship?  Am I allowing it to just drift apart and

then someday when I need a friend I discover I lost an old one.

668 Integrity or Honesty

Two students taking a chemistry class at the university were doing well in

the class and thought they each had a solid "A" grade going into the final.

Since they were confident of their grades, they decided to visit another

college to party with some friends on the weekend before the chemistry

final. Unfortunately, they got back too late to take their final.  So they

found their professor and explained that they had missed the exam because

of a flat tire.  The professor allowed them to make up the final the next

day. When they returned for the test, the professor placed them in separate

rooms, handed each a test booklet, and told them to begin. Opening the

small booklets, the students found just one question. "Which tire?"

TS  The truth will always come out in the end.

669 Intensity or Passion

When Larry Bird played basketball for Indiana State one time there was a

close game where ISU was behind by a point with a few seconds to play.

They called timeout, and when they came to the bench and huddled up, Larry

Bird said, "Here's what we're going to do.  Give me the ball and everyone

get out of the way."

The frustrated coach,  Danny King said, "Hey, I'm the coach and I call the

plays.  Here's what we're going to do.  Get the ball to Larry, and everyone

get out of the way."

670 God's Presence

"For what we need to know, of course, is not just that God exists, not just

that beyond the steely brightness of the stars there is cosmic intelligence

of some kind that keeps the whole show going, but that there is a God right

here in the thick of day-by-day lives who may not be writing messages about

himself in the stars but in one way or another is trying to get messages

through our blindness as we move around down here knee-deep in the fragrant

muck and misery and marvel of the world.  It is not objective proof of

God's existence that we want but the experience of God's presence. That is

the miracle we are really after, and that is also, I think, the miracle we

really get."   Frederick Buechner , The Magnificent Defeat

671 Laughter and Healing

"A joyful heart is good medicine, but a broken spirit dries up the bones.

(Proverbs 17:22)

Did you know that laughter actually does work like a medicine in our

systems?  It exercises our lungs and stimulates our circulation.  It takes

our minds off our troubles and massages our emotions.  Laughter decreases

tension.  When we laugh, a sort of temporary anesthesia is released within

us that block the pain as our attention is diverted.  As I mentioned

earlier, laughter is one of the healthiest exercises we can enjoy.  It

literally brings healing.

Who hasn't heard about Norman Cousins' remarkable experience?  In his

excellent book, Anatomy of an Illness as Perceived by the Patient, he tells

about his battle with an "incurable" disease and the pain he endured and

his body's collagen was deteriorating.  That, by the way, is the fibrous

material that holds the body's cells together.  In Cousins' own words, he

was "becoming unstuck."

He decided to take matters into his own hands and treat himself (with his

doctor's approval) by (1) taking vitamins, (2) eating only healthy food,

and - are you ready for this? - (3) undergoing "laugh therapy" by watching

old, funny Marx Brothers movies, clips from "Candid Camera," and cartoons .

. . and anything else that would make him laugh.  He found that if he

laughed hard for ten minutes straight, he could enjoy about two hours

relief from pain.  To his doctor's amazement, Cousins actually recovered.

The man lived many years beyond anyone's expectations . . . anyone's but

his!  Norman Cousins' remarkable story reminds me of another of Solomon's

proverbs, "The cheerful heart has a continual feast" (Proverbs 15:15 NIV).

TS  Think of the impact we could have as earth-free citizens of heaven

living hilariously enjoyable, responsible, yet wonderfully carefree lives

among people who cannot find anything funny in their shattered world of

madness, badness, and sadness.  If Laurel and Hardy, the Three Stooges, and

the Marx Brothers could help Norman Cousins recover, just think of the

healing power that could come from the joy of Jesus Christ.

672 Lost or Evangelism or Concern

For three days, Coolidge Winesett sat mired in the 5-foot hole of a

partially collapsed outhouse, alternately yelling for help and trying to

cope with the stench.  Winesett, 75, who is partially paralyzed from a

stroke and lives alone, fell when the floor of the outhouse gave way.

He was rescued by a mail carrier who noticed that Winesett's mail was still

in his box and so he went looking for him.  (August 18, 2000-Ivanhoe,

Virginia)

TS  When was the last time you searched for someone who was lost?

673 Love or Marriage or Jesus

LOVERS' FATE IN HANDS OF INS OFFICIALS SAN DIEGO - A princess and a Marine

Corps private whose forbidden love has created an international incident

were in court Monday trying to prevent their union from being pulled apart.

Meriam Al-Khalifa, 19, a member of the Bahraini royal family, eloped in

November with Jason Johnson, 25, then a lance corporal. She dressed to

resemble a Marine and boarded a commercial flight in her native country by

using fraudulent travel papers.  The couple says Meriam faces danger if she

returns to Bahrain, and she has requested political asylum in the United

States.  For his part in helping Meriam enter the United States, Johnson

was court-martialed and demoted. But he says he doesn't care. "I love her,"

Johnson said after the hearing Monday. "I knew there was no other way to

get her out. I had to do it."  The couple's attorney said Meriam has a

definite fear of being persecuted if she were to return to her country off

the eastern coast of Saudi Arabia. "In her country, she is not allowed to

choose her own husband or to marry a man who is not a Muslim," he said. (It

is unheard of in Bahrain for women of the royal family to marry outside the

Muslim religion, although men can do so.) Her attorney said that if she

were returned, "It's very possible her life would be in danger."

7/18/2000 USA Today  3A (story by Valerie Alvord)

TS  It's amazing what Meriam Al-Khalifa and Jason Johnson have been willing

to endure because of their devotion to one another. Taking up your cross

and following Christ isn't difficult if you are in love with the one who

created you.  A disciple of Christ will gladly lay down his life and risk

it all because the rewards that come from a relationship with Christ are so

much greater.  She left her position of royalty, but there is someone else

who gave up his position of royalty because of his love for you.  Christ

loved heaven but he loved you more.   submitted by Rusty Russell

674 Prejudice or Attitude or Tolerance

On a British Airways flight from Johannesburg, a middle-aged, well-off

white South African Lady has found herself sitting next to a black man. She

called the cabin crew attendant over to complain about her seating.

"What seems to be the problem Madam?" asked the attendant.

"Can't you see?" she said, "You've sat me next to a kaffir. I can't

possibly sit next to this disgusting human. Find me another seat!"

"Please calm down Madam." The stewardess replied. "The flight is very full

today, but I'll tell you what I'll do-I'll go and check to see if we have

any seats available in club or first class."

The woman cocks a snooty look at the outraged black man beside her (not to

mention many of the surrounding passengers). A few minutes later the

stewardess returns with the good news, which she delivers to the lady, who

cannot help but look at the people around her with a smug and

self-satisfied grin: "Madam, unfortunately, as I suspected, economy is

full. I've spoken to the cabin services director, and club is also full.

However, we do have one seat in first class."

Before the lady has a chance to answer, the stewardess continues..."It is

most extraordinary to make this kind of upgrade and I have had to get

special permission from the captain. But, given the circumstances, the

captain felt that it was outrageous that someone be forced to sit next to

such an obnoxious person." With that, she turned to the black man sitting

next to the irate woman, and said: "So if you'd like to get your things,

sir, I have your seat ready for you..."

At which point, apparently the surrounding passengers stood and gave a

standing ovation while the black gentleman walks up to the front of the

plane.

... People will forget what you said.  ... People will forget what you did.

... But people will never forget how you made them feel. Submitted by Ron

Otto

675 Pride or Heritage

A man decided to write a book about churches across the United States.

First, the man visited a church in California.   During his tour of the

magnificent building he noticed a golden telephone on a wall with a sign

that read $10,000 a minute". Intrigued, he asked about the phone and was

told that the golden phone was a direct line to Heaven that could be used

to talk directly to God.

Next, the man visited a church in New York. Again, he noticed exactly the

same type of phone, with exactly the same sign on it.  Sure enough, upon

inquiry, he was informed that it was a direct  line to Heaven and could be

used to talk directly to God.

Continuing through many other states, he found the same phone with the same

sign and was repeatedly told the same story, until, finally, upon arriving

at a church in North Carolina, he spotted  the usual golden telephone with

a different sign. This time, the sign read  "Calls 25 cents."

He quickly found the preacher and said to him, "I have been in  cities all

across the country, and in each church I found this golden  telephone, was

told that it was a direct line to Heaven, and that I  could  talk to God.

But, in all the other churches across the country, the charge was

$10,000.00 a minute. Your sign reads 25 cents a call. Why?"

The preacher smiled at him and said "My son, that's very easy to  explain.

You see, you're in North Carolina now and, of course, it's a local call

from here

676 Pride or Salvation

Last week we watched the tragedy of the Soviet sub Kursk.  The best of the

fleet lay 320' below the surface of the angry Barents Sea.  118 sailors on

board with no way of escape on their own.  The first reports as to the

condition of the sub and the nature of its trouble were at best confusing.

The Soviet Navy and their superiors were at first too proud to admit how

desperate the situation was and refused any offer of help initially.

Unfortunately as the week wore on the chance for survival of any of the 118

dimmed until finally the news came that all on board the Kursk had

perished.  The sub lay silent on the ocean floor and the only hope was for

help from above.  Unfortunately and tragically it appears that stubbornness

and pride made that help too late.

TS:  It will be weeks maybe months if ever we know what sunk that Sub and

if anyone could have been rescued.  Many around the world have criticized

the handling of the disaster.  Yet so often we are like that helpless sub,

its crew and its superiors.  We get in trouble and at first are afraid to

admit it, we act as if nothing is really wrong when reality says the clock

is ticking and we are facing a certain demise.  Too stubborn and proud to

admit we need help, we flounder on the ocean floor.  Our only source of

hope has to come from outside and we try to manage the problem alone.

Worse than that, like the crew on the Kursk we are sealed in and cannot get

out with our own power and strength.  For too many, we wait until it is too

late and all is lost.  God has provided a way out of the sealed tomb, hope

for us when we are stranded, when we admit we are powerless and take his

hand God can and will rescue us.

677 Priorities or Perspective

Internet conversation:  "Well, Tom, it sure sounds like you have been busy

with your job. I'm sure they pay well, but it's a shame you have to be away

from your family so much.  Hard to believe a young man should have to work

70+ hours a week to make ends meet.  Too bad you missed your daughter's

dance recital."  "Let me tell you something, Tom, something that has helped

me keep my perspective on my own priorities."   The story of a thousand

marbles.  "You see, I sat down one day and did a little arithmetic.  The

average person lives about 75 years.  I know, some live more some less, but

on average, folks live about 75 years.  Now, I multiplied 75 x 52 and I

came up  with 3,900, which is the number of Saturdays that the average

person has in their entire lifetime. It took me until I was 55 years old to

think about all of this in any detail, and by that time I had lived to be

75, I only had about a thousand Saturdays left to enjoy.  So I went to a

toy store and bought every single marble they had.  I ended up having to go

to three stores to round up 1,000 marbles.  I took them home and put them

in a large clear plastic container right here in the shack next to my gear.

Every Saturday since then, I have taken one marble out and thrown it away.

I found that by watching the marbles diminish, I focused more on the really

important things in life.  There is nothing like watching your time here on

earth run out to help get your priorities straight.  Now let me tell you

one more thing before I sign off with you and take my lovely wife to

breakfast.  This morning, I took the very last marble out of the container.

I figure if I make it until next Saturday then I have been given a little

extra time.  And the one thing we can all use is a little more time.

TS:  Maybe we should take our family to breakfast this morning and while we

are out, stop at a toy store and buy some marbles.

678 Priorities or Communication or Family*

While we were on vacation this summer I lost my cell phone.  Actually it

wasn't lost it was in 12 feet of water.  I was standing on the dock when

the phone slipped from my hand hit the dock and bounced into the water.

For about an hour several of us dove to the bottom hoping to retrieve the

phone, finally out of air and a bit frustrated with myself we gave up and

went in for lunch.

I'll admit I was not a happy camper.  My carelessness was going to cost me

and there was no one but me to blame.  After lunch my brother in law

suggested we give it another try and after several unsuccessful dives I

said it wasn't worth it because the phone would be ruined now anyway.  He

said I am going to look one more time and unbelievably came out of the

water with my phone.

The phone had lake water streaming out of it, the lcd display was full of

water, but at least it had been found.  After taking it apart and drying

out the components I attached the battery and as expected nothing, the

phone was dead.  So now I had a dead phone and was in debt to my brother in

law, it wasn't a good day.

That night when I was tucking my 10 year old into bed she said, "I am glad

that you lost your phone, now you won't have to be talking on it all the

time."  I started to explain to her that I really wasn't on it all the time

and some of those calls I needed to take.  But I realized that sounded like

an excuse and she was communicating that I had let the phone be more

important than her.  I really hate it when my 10 year old is wiser than I

am.

For the remainder of our vacation I was phoneless.  You are not going to

believe this, the world did not end, no major crisis's needed my

intervention, and I didn't have to keep my kids waiting while I finished a

call.  In fact, I managed fine without my phone.

Just as we were leaving to come home I picked up the phone and as a joke

pushed the power button.  My phone came to life and has worked fine ever

since.  I think I should shoot a commercial for the company.  However, as

much as I need my phone for some things, I need to throw it in the lake

once in awhile.  Especially when it takes precedence over the things that

are really important to me.

What have you allowed to take priority in your life?  What is it that you

need to throw in the lake? Submitted by Rick Rusaw

679 Sacrifice

Years ago John McArthur was talking with a prostitute who wanted to be

baptized into Christ.  He asked her, "Do you have your book with the names

and phone numbers?

     Taken back she said, "You have no idea of the money that those are

worth."

     McArthur replied, "You don't need those anymore, if you have Jesus, He

will supply your needs."

     Looking downward she confessed, "I guess I didn't want Jesus Christ

after all."

680 Wealth or Generosity

More than one preacher has mentioned John D. Rockefeller in his sermons as

an example of a man whose life was almost ruined by wealth.  At the age of

fifty-three, Rockefeller was the world's only billionaire, earning about a

million dollars a week.  But he was a sick man who lived on crackers and

milk and could not sleep because of worry.  When he started giving his

money away, his health changed radically and he lived to celebrate his

ninety-eighth birthday!

Yes, it's good to have the things that money can buy, provided you don't

lose the things that money can't buy.

JOKES 4 Sunday  *denotes joke of the month

371J Anxiety or Worry or Children*

Dear Mom and Dad,

Our Scoutmaster told us to write to our parents in case you saw the flood

on TV and were worried.  We are OK.  Only one of our tents and two sleeping

bags got washed away.  Luckily, none of us got drowned because we were all

up the mountain looking for Chad when it happened.

Oh yes, please call Chad's mother and tell her he is OK.  He can't write

because of the cast.  I got to ride in one of the search and rescue jeeps.

It was neat.  We never would have found him in the park if it wasn't for

the lightning.

Scoutmaster Walt got mad at Chad for going on a hike alone without telling

anyone.  Chad said he did tell him, but it was during the fire so he

probably didn't hear him.

Did you know that if you put gas on a fire, the gas can will blow up? The

wet wood didn't burn, but one of the tents did.  Also some of our clothes.

John is going to look weird until his hair grows back.

We will be home on Saturday if Scoutmaster Walt gets the car fixed.  The

wreck wasn't his fault.  The brakes worked OK when we left. It gets pretty

hot with 10 people in a car.  He let us take turns riding in the trailer

until the highway patrolman stopped and talked to us.  Scoutmaster Walt is

a neat guy.  Don't worry, he is a good driver.  In fact, he is teaching

Terry how to drive on the mountain roads where there isn't any traffic.

All we ever see up here is logging trucks.

Guess what?  Today, Wade and I threw up, but Scoutmaster Walt said it

probably was  just food poisoning from the leftover chicken.  He said they

got sick that way with the food they ate in prison.  I'm so glad he got out

and became our Scoutmaster.  I have to go now.  We are going to town to

mail our letters and buy  bullets. Don't worry about anything.  We are

fine.

 Love, Gordy

PS: How long has it been since I had a tetanus shot?

Submitted by Gary Cox

372J  Church Attendance or Responsibility

A couple was having their Sunday morning breakfast when the wife went to

get her Sunday church clothes on.  When she returned, the husband was still

in his bathrobe.

"Aren't you going to church this morning?" asked the wife. "No, I'm not

going this morning.  In fact, I'm not going to church any more at all."

She said, "Give me two good reasons." He responded, "Look, there are people

at that church who don't like me, and frankly, there are people at that

church that I don't like."

She answered back, "I'll give you two good reasons why you need to go to

church. One, you're 42 years old. Two,  you're the preacher!"

373J Communication

There were two Kentucky brothers, Billy Bob and Joe Bob.  One day they went

to the lumber yard in their pickup truck, and billy Bob went in and said to

the salesman, "I want some 4 by 2s."

The salesman replied, "Don't you mean 2 by 4s?" Billy Bob said, "Let me go

ask my brother in the truck."  He came back and said, "Yeah we want some 2

by 4s."

Then the salesman asked, "How long do you want them?" Billy Bob said, "I

don't know, let me go ask my brother in the truck."  He came back into the

store and said, "We want them for a long time, we're gonna build a shed!"

374J Greed or Money or Marriage or Pride

If it weren't for my money, you wouldn't have a big screen TV, or that

boat, or that car.  Then in a haughty voice he said, "Woman, if it weren't

for my money, you wouldn't be here.

And his wife said, "Your right, If it weren't for your money, I wouldn't be

here."

375J Marriage

Maybe you heard of the man who got in an argument with his wife and said,

"I wouldn't marry you, if you were the last woman on the earth."

She said, "Of course, you wouldn't, you'd get killed in the stampede!

Told by Bob Russell, Louisville, KY

376J Marriage

Adam and Eve had an ideal marriage. He didn't have to hear about all the

men she could have married, and she didn't have to hear about the way his

mother cooked.

377J Marriage

A couple drove several miles down a country road, not saying a word. An

earlier discussion had led to an argument, and neither wanted to concede

their position.

As they passed a barnyard of mules and pigs, the wife sarcastically asked,

"Relatives of yours?"

"Yep," the husband replied, "In-laws."

378J Teaching or Exaggeration

A wise schoolteacher sends this note to all parents on the first day of

school: "If you promise not to believe everything your child says happens

at school, I'll promise not to believe everything he says happens at home.

379J Values or Eternity or Beliefs

I heard about a daughter in a very conservative family who came home after

a date in tears...she said, "That's it, the wedding's off! Bill says he's a

Christian, but he doesn't believe in hell."  Her mother said, "Don't worry,

you go ahead and marry him, we'll prove to him there's a hell!"

380J Wisdom

A Frenchman, an Englishman, and a New Yorker were captured by a fierce

tribe. The chief comes to them and says,  "The bad news is that now that

we've caught you, we're going to kill you, and then use your skins to build

a canoe.  The good news is that you get to decide how you die." The

Frenchman says, "I take ze poison."  The chief gives him some poison, the

Frenchman says,"Vive la France!" and drinks it down. The Englishman says,

"A pistol for me, please."  The chief gives him a pistol, he points at his

head, says, "God save the Queen!" and pulls the trigger. The New Yorker

says, "Gimme a fork."  The chief is puzzled, but he gives him a fork.  The

New Yorker takes the fork and starts jabbing himself all over - the

stomach, sides, legs, chest, everywhere.  There's blood gushing out all

over, it's horrible.  The chief is appalled and screams, "What are you

doing?"  The New Yorker looks at the chief and says, "So much for your

canoe!"

QUOTES 4 Sunday

A saint is not someone who is good but who experiences the goodness of God.

Thomas Merton

The Good News of the Gospel of Grace cries out:  we are all, equally,

privileged but unentitled beggars at the door of God's mercy!   Brennon

Manning ,   The Ragamuffin Gospel

To die is different from what anyone supposed.  Walt Whitman , Leaves of

Grass

You will only be remembered for two things: the problems you solve or the

ones you create.  Mike Murdock

Rudyard Kipling spoke to the graduating class at McGill University, he

said, one day you will meet a man who doesn't care much for wealth or fame.

And then you will realize how poor you are.

Many people will walk in and out of your life, but only true friends will

leave footprints in your heart.   Eleanor Roosevelt

God whispers to us in our pleasures . . . but shouts in our pains: it his

megaphone to rouse a deaf world.  C.S. Lewis

So long as we imagine it is we who have to look for God, we must often lose

heart.  But it is the other way about-He is looking for us.  Simon Tugwell

To reform a world, to reform a nation, no wise man will undertake; and all

but foolish men know, that the only solid, though a far slower reformation,

is what each begins and perfects on himself.  Thomas Carlyle

If law school is so hard to get through...how come there are so many

lawyers?  Calvin Trillin

I'm an old man who has known a great many problems, most of which never

happened.  Mark Twain

That the birds fly overhead, this you cannot stop.  That they build a nest

in your hair, this you can prevent.  Chinese proverb

Money is the universal language...money means power...money talks...mine

does - it usually says "goodbye."

The man who has God for his treasure has all things in One.  A. W. Tozer

The one thing that unites all human beings, regardless of age, gender,

religion or ethnic background, is that we all believe we are above-average

drivers.  Dave Barry

STATS and TRENDS

Americans and Morality TV Lies Americans do not feel that television

depicts American life accurately, especially when it comes to moral values.

According to a nationwide poll conducted by the New York Times, 46% of

Americans said what is shown on television is less moral than what occurs

in society, while only 9% thought it was more morally upright than real

life.  37% of Americans think television accurately portrays American

morality.

It's All in the Size of the Paycheck 60% of Americans making less than

$30,000.00 a year think the growing income gap in America between those at

the top and those at the bottom is morally wrong.  Only 37% of those making

more than $75,000.00 agree.

Mom and Dad Should Pay A full 70% of Americans think the parents should be

held responsible in some way when a child does something unlawful.  Only

17% of Americans disagree, while another 13% are ambivalent on the subject.

Mom and Dad Should Stay 90% of Americans think that grown people have a

moral responsibility to take care of their parents.  Only 7% do not think

so.

And What About Expense Accounts? 15% of Americans admit cheating "just a

little" on their taxes or an office expense account.  84% say not at all.

1% are undecided?  Really?  I mean, don't you know if you've cheated on

your taxes?

Immoral Thoughts When asked if immoral thoughts are okay, as long as they

don't become immoral actions, 51% of the American population said yes.

Interestingly, 59% of men said yes, while only 45% of women thought immoral

thoughts were okay.

Source:  May 7, 2000 New York Times Magazine

PREACHING TIP for the MONTH

What's your normal response when someone tells you that they have listened

to a cassette tape of one of your previous sermons?  I usually wince or

cringe.  I might feel decent about the content or even the delivery but

it's difficult to listen to yourself. ("That's not the way I sound!")  The

value is that you hear yourself the way others hear you.  Sometimes that's

good, other times it shows unhealthy habits and overused phrases.

If you are in a masochistic mood why not go with a high-impact ministry

workout and WATCH one of your messages on video tape.  Ouch!  It is

guaranteed to "increase the burn" as it shows annoying facial expressions

and repetitive hand gestures.

Once you get past the initial pain, if you allow it to, it can go a long

way in helping a good preacher become better.

By Dave Stone, Louisville, KY
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