PRAYER-ROOM MINISTRY

(Altar Workers)

Purpose


The primary purpose of the prayer-room ministry is to minister salvation, the baptism of the Holy Spirit, spiritual rededication, and restoration to people who respond to an altar call given during a church service.


However, many times prayer-room workers also encounter individual who have various other spiritual needs and who are struggling in their faith.    Therefore, each prayer-room worker must be properly trained to minister to a variety of needs, in addition to the primary needs mentioned above.

… [God] will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of truth.

1 Timothy  2:4


In order for us to be effective co-workers with God in this great endeavor, we must have the same heart and motive that God has.  Our hearts are often the first “message” people will hear, so love for God and His people must constantly be our compelling motivation.


Only God’s love toward mankind dwelling in us will compel us to learn how to effectively set men free.  Only God’s love in our hearts will cry out for deeper understanding and wisdom to become effective ministers.   Only the love of God indwelling us will enable us to persevere in spite of fears, doubts, and confusing situations.  Only God’s love will keep our hearts sensitive to the condition of men’s souls.   If we minister with the love of God, we will be more concerned with helping people understand the gospel than we will be with demonstrating our own ability to deliver a great message.


Let it never be said that we come to the prayer room seeking position, glory, or even self-worth for ourselves.  But let us come as people chosen to work in the prayer room because of our love for souls.   And may we always keep in tune with God’s heart so that our hearts will be as His.

COMMITMENT


Commitment is required of all workers.


Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.







1 Cor. 4:2

1. To be a prayer-room worker, you must be a member of Nations Church, having completed all the membership classes.  Be a committed member!

2. Commitment to what?

a. To be on time.

b. To be in the prayer room before the service when on duty for instruction and to pray for the services and for the leadership that God’s will would be accomplished.

c. To attend all prayer-room workers’ training seminar and workshops.

d. To be ready both spiritually and naturally to minister before you come to service.  You will need to be prayer up, to have gone over your key scriptures, and to be properly dressed.

e. To be will to study and grow to become more effective in the prayer room (2Tim 2:15).  You will need to spend time studying scriptures concerning salvation, rededication, and the baptisms in the Holy Spirit.  You will also need to spend some time putting together your presentation of the Word in these three areas.

f. To pray for the people you minister to.  Pray that Christ will be formed in them, and that their faith will fail not.

RESPONSIBILITIES

1. If unforeseeable situations arise and you know that you will not be available, call your prayer-room supervisors BEFOREHAND to let them know your status.

2. Cooperate with other ministries with the church such as ushers, nursery workers, choir members, etc.

a. Abide by all rules.

b. Always avoid strife.

c. Walk in love and humility toward others.

3. Comply with any request of the Pastoral staff

a. Be flexible.

b. Be listening for instructions.

c. Be instant to act when asked to.

4. Keep all distractions down to a minimum in the prayer room.

a. Don’t be a distraction to others or to the already planted seed within the heart of the seeker.  You are asked to follow-up on the alter service not your own ministry endeavors.

b. Don’t allow the person to whom you are ministering to bea distraction to others.

GOALS IN THE PRAYER ROOM

1. To become effective and proficient in helping people:

a. Receive salvation.

b. Be restored to fellowship with the Father.

c. Receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

2. To expand our knowledge of the Scriptures.  The more we know of the Word of God, the more the Holy Spirit has to work with when we minister to people.

3. To grow in learning how to be led by the Holy Sprit when ministering to people.  Be sensitive to people’s real needs and to the direction in which the Holy Spirit is leading.

4. To always be patient, loving, and kind to everyone we minister to. 

DRESS AND HYGIENE


All prayer-room workers must dress in a manner representative of the Kingdom of God.  Our appearance has the potential to  enhance or distract from the messages we minister.  One of the most important thins we can wear is a smile.

1. Dress Code:

a. Never minister in a T-Short or shorts.,  also try and avoid jeans.  

b. Neat hair, trimmed mustaches and beards.

c. Women:  Low-cut dresses or skirts with excessive slits must be avoided.  A little make-up often helps.

2. Hygiene:

a. Since we will be ministering in limited space, be sure to be fresh and clean in body.   Deodorants or antiperspirants are a must.

b. Check your clothing for unpleasant smells and body odor.  Clothing should be clean and pressed.

c. Use a mouth wash and a breath freshener.  Be sure teeth and moth are clean before the service starts.  Do not eat foods that leave a distasteful or unpleasant odor before the service.

THE ALTAR CALL


The altar calls at Nations Church are as varied as the ministers who come to speak.  We as prayer-room workers must learn to be instant in season and out of season.

1. Be prepared to flow with the speaker in whatever way he chooses to use you.

2. Always watch the prayer-room supervisors for directions during an altar call.  They will indicate which workers are to go forward if all are not needed.

3. Be prepared to move forward as soon as the speaker asks for those who want to respond to the altar call.  Have your books, bibles, papers, and purses ready to go.

4. Once you reach the altar, flow with what the minister has asked you to do. Do not be a distraction.  Quietly pray for the person you are standing behind and prepare your heart to love and minister to him or her.  It is not necessary to lay hands or even touch anyone when you are praying for them.  They don’t even have to know that you are praying.

5. If the prayer room is being handled as a group with a leader in charge, be prepared to follow the leader’s instructions, and act quickly without hesitation when you are instructed to do so.
RECOMMENDED RESOURCE MATERIALS

1. Three booklets:

a. The New Birth

b. Why Tongues?

c. In Him

2. Videos

a.      The Two Question Test: Are you going?

3. A schedule of the Services and classes of Nations Church

Become familiar with these materials.  Often it is helpful to explain what each booklet is about and why it would be of great benefit to the person to have it.  These resources often solidify shaky decisions, and help establish the scriptures that have just been ministered to the person.  Often it is beneficial to write specific verses that ministered to the person’s need on the outside of the packet.

INFORMATION CARDS


Information card are a very important tool used in the prayer room for the purpose of obtaining information for pray and follow-up.  Because several departments will use these cards,  it is important that you mark each card hard and dark so the copies are clear.

1. Each copy needs to be filled out as completely as possible.  However, if someone is hesitant to give out information, don’t press him.

2. If the person has no church home, make him aware of the importance of attended a good Bible-teaching  church.  If this person live in the area, suggest Nations Church to him or her.

3. Never give your home phone number to anyone, always give them the church number.

HANDLING ACCURATELY THE WORD OF TRUTH

The following is an explanation of the vital role the Word of God plays in the prayer room and in our ministry tot he people who come forward for prayer.

1.    As prayer-room workers, we have no message, ideas, or opinions of our own which will eternally     affect people.  The only thing of lasting value we have to offer people is the Word of God.  Only the Word is able to judge the thoughts and intents of the heart and get to the root of man’s problems.   Therefore, it is imperative that our statements come from and are backed up by, the Word of God. 
2. When we direct people to the Word, it helps keep them from seeking us for their answers and provides the proper channel for the power of God to work in their lives.

3.Make the Word of God practical to people.  Tell them that God’s Word is God’s will.  With that viewpoint, we can give them directions from the Word about any situation in which they might find themselves.  This will also show them if their thoughts about God are not in line with what He states in His Word.

4. It is more effective to show people where scriptures are in the Bible than to just quote them.  Also, after you have found scripture, it is more effective to let them read the verses for themselves.

5. Take time to give a brief explanation of the meaning of each scripture and how it applies to them or to their situation.  For example, you could say, “Here in Acts 2:21, it says, ‘And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’  Are you a whosoever?  Then this verse gives you directions how to be saved.”

6. Since time is limited, we must know scriptures in such a way that they will flow from our hearts.  Find scriptures that you are comfortable with.   Memorize them; highlight them in your Bible. Meditate on them so you won’t be “rusty,” and so there won’t be long pauses as you try to find the scriptures you need.  

7. Use a version of the Bible that is not too long or confusing.  The King James Version or The New International Versions are both good.

DO’S AND DON’TS

1.     Never be negative or condemning.  Always be positive and encouraging.

2.     Always be enthusiastic and excited about the things of God.

3. Never argue with people about anything.  Always be polite, kind, and courteous.  If someone is argumentative, they are not ready to receive from God.

4. Never pry into the private lives of people.  Always try to avoid listening to a lot of personal details.  The less you know about people’s situations, the better off you are.  God knows, and that’s what is important.

5. Never betray someone’s confidence.  Always keep secret the private personal facts someone may tell you.  This would not necessarily apply, however, if the information indicates possible harm to someone (e.g., suicide threat, threat to harm another, etc.).  The pastor should be notified in such cases.

6. Never make decisions for people.  Always encourage them to seek God’s direction.  Making decisions for people is dangerous and could cause legal problems (lawsuits) for the ministry.

7. Never give people to whom you minister your personal address or phone number.  Always give them the church office number, (281) 298-9300.  This protects you and your family.  We don’t want people to become dependent upon us, but we do want to teach them to depend on the Lord.

8. Never criticize other ministers and ministries.  Always encourage them to be support to their pastor and to be a blessing in their home church.  

9. Never ask people how they “feel.”  Always deal with only facts – the Word of God.  The Word is true whether people “feel” like it is or not.

10. Never assume responsibility you don’t have.  Always look to those in authority for direction.

